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News Advisory

 

DA Successfully Activates Emergency Intake for Ike
 
( Houston TX ) – District Attorney Kenneth Magidson reported that the DA’s emergency Intake operations are continuing uninterrupted Monday after providing successful around-the-clock screening and processing of criminal defendants during Hurricane Ike’s assault on the area.
            “Effective law enforcement, especially during these critical periods, is the top priority of this Office,” Magidson said. “We are pleased with the contingency planning that has enabled our Intake operations to be available, unabated, for service to police agencies and the criminal justice system.”
            The DA’s Intake Division, headed by Assistant District Attorney Lynne Parsons, has the responsibility of screening and filing all charges for felonies and Class A and B misdemeanors. More than 100,000 cases are filed annually in Harris County .
            As Ike approached the region Friday, a special team of 10 prosecutors, accompanied by support staff, assembled at the central Intake office at the Criminal Justice Center, which was closed to the public and non-essential personnel.
The team lived and worked 24/7 at the facility -- alternating in shifts throughout the storm and its aftermath to assist officers and process defendants through the preliminary stages of the justice system.
Magidson praised the cooperation of area law enforcement agencies at Intake. He commended citizens for their calm and law-abiding ways during the hurricane.
            The Justice Center , which had first-floor flooding and some related damage, remained closed to the public Monday.
            Magidson said regular Intake operations may resume as early as Tuesday.
            Until the reopening of the Justice Center, the DA’s Family Criminal Law Division advises victims of family violence to call (toll-free) 1-800-799-7233 for immediate assistance.
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