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NEWS RELEASE

HARRIS COUNTY JUDGE EMMETT PROPOSES

CUTTING COUNTY PROPERTY TAX RATE
Calls For One-Cent Cut To Offset Huge Increase In Property Values  

Harris County Judge Ed Emmett proposed cutting the county’s property tax rate by one cent today, saying that huge increases in county property values have shifted too much money from taxpayers’ pockets into government coffers.
Emmett asked County Budget Officer Dick Raycraft to prepare an analysis of his proposed tax cut and present it to Commissioners Court before a special public hearing on the tax rate at 9 a.m. Oct. 16, 2007, in the Commissioners Courtroom at 1001 Preston in downtown Houston. The court is scheduled to approve the final property tax rate on Oct. 23.

“It seems to me that the rate of government growth is too high,” Emmett said. “That money needs to be put back in the hands of the community that earned it. My proposal today is meant to start a discussion. For me, it’s a matter of principle that the government should not grow faster than the economy or the community.”

The county’s overall property tax rate – which combines the rates for Harris County, the Harris County Hospital District, the Harris County Flood Control District and the Port of Houston – has remained unchanged for six years at 63.998 cents per $100 of assessed value.
Emmett’s proposal, which Harris County Tax Assessor-Collector Paul Bettencourt called “welcome property tax relief,” would lower the overall property tax rate to 62.998 cents. Most, if not all, of the tax cut would come from the county’s share of the overall tax rate.
“The benefit of the tax cut is two-fold,” Emmett said. “First, it would return money to taxpayers. Secondly, it reflects the philosophy that many of us have in the community and on Commissioners Court - that government simply should not grow beyond those needs dictated by inflation, population increases and other such factors.”
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