MAY 25TH IS NATIONAL MISSING CHILD DAY.

2007 National Missing Child Day Recognizes the 25th Anniversary of the Missing Children’s Act

In 1982, President Reagan signed into law the Missing Children’s Act and later set National Missing Child Day as May 25th – the day on which six-year-old Etan Patz disappeared while walking to his school bus stop in New York in 1979. Etan’s disappearance has never been solved but the way missing child cases are handled, and the resources devoted to them, have changed dramatically. Most notably, the implementation of the Amber Alert system provides immediate notification and response, not just from law enforcement, but also elicits the public’s involvement in the safe recovery of that community’s missing child. 

First, the bad news: from 2005 to 2006 the number of children reported missing rose from 11,648 to 14,809 and in Harris County alone, from 8,905 to 11,134 – both of these represent more than a 25% increase!

This year, Texas Center for the Missing, the Houston Police Department and the FBI distributed thousands of free Child ID Kits and child safety information across the Greater Houston Area.  However, we recognize that this is only one weapon in the battle to keep our children safe. A comprehensive community child safety plan should include: 

· Programs to educate parents and caregivers in the ways to safeguard children on the streets and on the Internet, and exactly what to do, step-by-step, if a child does go missing;

· Encouraging families to discuss safety issues and to create their own emergency response plan;

· Programs to educate our children in ways to stay safe in our community and on the Internet;

· Fast public notification of a missing child via the Amber Alert for abducted children, or other systems for those missing children who were not abducted;

· Timely, coordinated response to endangered missing child incidents; and

· Follow-up and aftercare for victims and families.

Now, for the good news: Texas Center for the Missing offers, or coordinates the delivery of, services to meet all of these needs. 

Recently, Humana Inc. awarded Texas Center for the Missing a grant to fund a mobile computer learning lab and missing child recovery center.  In addition, 70 law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, search-and-rescue volunteer groups, and child advocates have joined our efforts to develop the Southeast Texas Child Abduction Response Team. This multi-discipline, cross-jurisdictional, rapid response team will respond to endangered missing child cases at the request of the agency in whose jurisdiction the incident occurs.

This incredible new project will build on the Amber Alert system’s rapid notification by deploying all resources needed to launch an investigation, recover the missing child, and apprehend the offender.

Additionally, the U. S. Attorney General’s Project Safe Childhood and the recently passed Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act provide even greater support of programs to arm children and families as well as punish those who would rob our children of their innocence.

We are fortunate to have these great partnerships and programs, but it will take all of us, working together, to truly protect our children.
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